
Sharon and Peter  
1-855-252-4673 

sharonandpeter1@yahoo.com  



Hi.  Weõre Sharon and Peter. 



About Us  

We appreciate you taking the time to read this letter and hope that it will help 
you get a feel for the two of us, the kind of parents we hope to be, and the life 
your child would have as a member of our family.  Most of all, we hope that this 
process will help you choose the path that is right for you.  

 

Weõre guessing that youõre like us, in that you never expected to find yourself in 
this situation.  However, now that we are here, we are so honored to have the 
opportunity to create a family through adoption.  We promise that we will provide 
a stable home filled with love; that your child will always know that he or she was 
loved by you from the very beginning; and that we will help your child grow into a 
kind, considerate, confident person.  

 

We would love to have an open adoption arrangement, developing a 
relationship and maintaining contact with you for as long as you want.  We feel 
that it is important for our son or daughter to know the importance of his or her 
birth family.  Of course, we respect your right to determine the kind of contact 
you wish to have.  
 



About Us  

So, we will start by telling you a bit about us.  

 

We met seven years ago on a blind date set up by close friends, got engaged 

at the Botanic Garden seven months later, and were married the following 

year.  Our cat Twiglet joined us a year and a half ago.  

 



About Us  

Our first date was at the Old Town 

School of Folk for a concert of Asian 

singers who do something called 

òthroat singingó, where they produce 

these strange and beautiful sounds 

from their throats.  (Sharon was 

impressed by such an unusual first date 

ð and Peterõs English accent did not 

hurt either!)  After the concert, we 

ended up staying out until 2a, finding 

second (and third) winds as we talked 

about music, books, and other shared 

interests. 

 

At the end of the date, Sharon did not 

let Peter fully get out the invitation for a 

second date before interrupting with 

an enthusiastic òYes!ó 



About Us  

We saw each other nearly every weekend after that first date, and were married 
in July 2005 on the hottest day of the century in an old field house from the 
Worldõs Fair with no air conditioning.  We like to joke that the guests who good-
naturedly sweated through the ceremony and reception will never forget our 
wedding!  The ceremony was a small one, with just over 30 close relatives and 
friends, and also very special, as we were married by Sharonõs godfather, who is a 
dear family friend and an important person in our lives.  



About Us  

That first date was a good snapshot of 
what our life together would become.  
We love music, discovering new bands 
(often with the assistance of Peterõs 
nephews!), and attending concerts.  
We also enjoy exploring different 
cultures through visits to various 
neighborhoods and restaurants in the 
city.  Our favorites are Asian 
(especially Thai) and Indian, and we 
have recently begun cooking those 
cuisines ourselves.  One of our favorite 
weekend activities is choosing a new 
recipe from our Italian, Indian or Thai 
cookbooks and making a big meal 
(with lots of leftovers for the following 
week).   During the summer, we 
combine it with a trip to the Farmersõ 
Market for fresh produce.  

 

And now, we will tell you a little bit 
more about each of us.  



Sharon  

I was born and raised in the Chicago 
suburbs and have pretty much spent my 
whole life in the area.  

 

I studied accounting at Indiana University 
and, after working for several years, I went 
back to school to get my masterõs degree.  
I chose to go to a small school in a 
different part of the country.  However, I 
realized that I am a Midwest girl at heart 
and moved back to Chicago after 
graduation.   

 

I currently work in the finance department 
of a company that owns and manages 
hotels.  It is a small, family -owned 
company, which is supportive of work -life 
balance and flexible work schedules.  I 
currently work four days a week, but plan 
to take at least a year off of work when we 
adopt our child.  



Sharon  

While I am currently an accountant, one of my 
favorite jobs was in high school, when I was a 
swim instructor and lifeguard at the YMCA.  
Because I was very approachable, I was 
assigned to lead the beginner classes, which 
often included children who were afraid of 
water.  I love the water, so I found it rewarding 
to share this passion and help kids overcome 
their fears.   My love of water also led me to 
learn to water ski, snorkel and scuba dive.  

 

Some of my other favorite activities include 
exercise and yoga, reading, and listening to 
music.  While not terribly sporty as a child, I 
have become an active adult and try to 
complete one athletic event each year.  I have 
participated in various running races, including 
the Chicago Marathon and mini -triathlons.  
One of my favorite events is the Avon Walk for 
Breast Cancer.  I first walked the event in 2000, 
and have continued participating every year 
since as a walker or crew member.  



Sharon  

Books are another one of my passions.  
I have loved reading ever since I was a 
child, when one of my favorite books 
was Little House on the Prairie . (I 
wanted to be Laura Ingalls!)  I still love 
to read when I have time and am in a 
book club with some close friends.  

 

While I like to explore and have new 
experiences (whether it be through 
travel, reading, cultural events or trying 
new restaurants), I am also a bit of a 
homebody.  My favorite evenings are 
ones spent at home with Peter, 
cooking together, playing with our cat, 
and watching TV or reading.  



Peter  

One of the first things people notice about me is 

my accent; although Iõve been in the U.S. for over 

16 years, I still have an English accent.  Sharon 

says that my accent gets more pronounced 

when weõre in England ð something we try to do 

once a year - and Iõm surrounded by my family.  

Much as I enjoy being there, and even though 

my nephews and niece wonder how I can 

tolerate the stifling summers and the bone -chilling 

winters, Chicago is my home and this is where I 

want to raise a family.  

 

Although I studied French and Italian at Oxford 

University, Iõm now an accountant, like Sharon.  I 

also have a masterõs degree.  Education is very 

important to both of us, and we hope to 

encourage a love of learning in our child.  



Peter  

I have a life -long interest in art, and Iõve been lucky enough to combine that with 
my career by becoming the Chief Financial Officer at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art in downtown Chicago.  It is a great place to work.  If I ever 
need a break, I can visit the galleries and relax with the art.  As you might 
imagine, it is a very creative place, with great colleagues and many fun events, 
such as exhibition openings and concerts.  I am also a tour guide at the museum 
and enjoy teaching people about art.  The museum has lots of activities geared 
towards children and I would love to introduce our child to the art world.  



Peter  

I cannot recall a time when I wasnõt interested in 
art.  As a child and through high school, I would 
sketch and paint a variety of subjects (birds, 
landscapes, portraits).  In college, I focused more 
on cartoons and caricatures for student 
newspapers and magazines.  In recent years, Iõve 
enjoyed photography.  I have a small digital 
camera that I often carry with me in case I see 
something interesting.  After every vacation, I 
create a series of photos to hang in our living room.  
I also like to make cards for birthdays and holidays, 
often featuring our cat Twiglet, but I hope that my 
art work will soon feature our son or daughter.  

 

My other major hobby is birding.  I love hiking in 
woods, by the lake, up mountains, or along the 
ocean, tracking down new birds or checking in 
with some of the more familiar ones.  Locally, we 
like going to the Botanic Garden and the Evanston 
lakefront.  Vacations in Costa Rica and Canada 
have given me fantastic opportunities to explore 
new places and the birds you find there.  



What We Do For Fun  

Music  

Exploring  Hiking 

Dining  



Our Home  

We live in a condominium outside 
Chicago, within walking distance of 
parks, restaurants, coffee houses, 
shops, the library, gym, yoga studios, 
and lakefront beaches.   

We have a balcony with views of the 
city and lake, and love spending time 
on it in the summer.  



Our Families - Sharon  

My parents, Ray and Anne, still live in 
the Chicago suburbs.  Recently retired 
from careers in finance and teaching, 
they now escape Chicago winters in 
St. Augustine, FL.  They generously 
open their beach home to friends and 
family, and we make at least one trip a 
year, during which we enjoy taking 
long beach walks, kayaking, 
swimming, eating ice cream, and 
making fresh seafood dinners.  

 

I have one younger brother, Bob.  He 
and his wife, Victoria, live nearby with 
their two grade school age daughters, 
Jazalyn and Sophia.  I have been 
honored to be godmother to Jazalyn, 
as well as to the son of a close family 
friend.  

  



Our Families - Sharon  

We are a very close family.  I talk to my 
parents nearly every day, and see them 
frequently, always bringing my dad his 
favorite chocolate chip cookies.  

 

I have always had a special relationship 
with my father and was a Daddyõs girl.  
Some of my favorite childhood 
memories include him helping me to 
learn to read and ride a bike, and me 
òhelpingó him (or so I thought) with 
projects around the house.  I canõt wait 
to see Peter do the same with our child.  

   

Growing up, we took annual vacations.  
While they were not to very exciting 
places (usually a car trip to my 
grandparentsõ house in Pennsylvania or 
a Wisconsin lake), they were always a 
highlight of the year.  Vacations were 
filled with barbeques, trips to the ice 
cream store, playing games like cards or 
Yahtzee, and swimming.  I loved it!  



Our Families - Sharon  

Another family tradition was Christmas Eve.  My 
dadõs parents were German immigrants and, 
keeping with German tradition, we celebrated 
Christmas on Christmas Eve.  

 

When we were children, waiting until the 
evening to start the celebrations seemed 
unbearable, so my parents started taking us to 
the zoo during the day to kill time and burn off 
energy.  We have lots of memories of running 
between animal houses to avoid the Chicago 
cold, warming up at the dolphin show, and 
singing off -key carols to the animals (who did 
not seem to care).  We often were one of the 
few visitors at the zoo, which made it seem like it 
was open just for us.  We look forward to 
building our own Christmas traditions with our 
child.  

 

My family, particularly my parents, has been 
extremely supportive of us as we have tried to 
start a family and canõt wait to welcome 
another  grandchild to the family.  


