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To a brave and thoughtful woman,

Thank you for reading our letter and taking time to learn a little bit about us. We are Cheri and
Chris, a caring and nurturing couple who have always wanted to be parents. We hope that
once you learn about our values, lifestyle, and the opportunities we will provide for our child, it
will ease some of your concerns and make this time a little easier for you. Our decision to adopt
came very easily. Although we are both healthy, we have medical concerns that deter us from
becoming pregnant. Before we were even engaged to be married, we had talked about our
desire to build our family through adoption.

We have the utmost respect for your courage and strength. We are flexible about establishing
the kind of openness that will be right for you and your child. If you like, we will be there to
support you through your pregnancy and the days leading up to the birth of your baby. For now,
we'd like to tell you a little about us.

Meet Cheri
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Hi, I'm Cheri, | am 36 years old and | can’t wait to be a
Mom. | look forward to pushing our child in a stroller
during morning walks as the sun rises and singing him
or her to sleep at night. As our child gets a little older,
we’'ll plant flowers and vegetables together in the yard,
go for bike rides through our neighborhood and maybe
even write a song together. | am quite passionate
about music and fitness. | studied music in college, with
oboe as my major instrument. Over the years | have
enjoyed teaching private music lessons and | currently
play in a community concert band.

Fitness is also a very important part of
my life. I've been an avid gym go-er for
a long time and worked as a personal
trainer for four years. | try to “practice
what | preach” making sure our kitchen
is always stocked with healthy nutritious
foods. Chris and | enjoy exercising
together in our home gym and doing a
variety of fun active things outdoors.

I work in purchasing for a large retailer,
as part of a team whose job is to solve
problems in order to best serve our
customers. | enjoy my work but family will always be my #1 priority.




Meet Chris

Even at 32 years old, many of my friends and
family would call me a big kid. When | spend time
with our nieces and nephews, | get down on the
floor with them rather than staying back and
observing like some adults. My nephew Zach and
| spend hours building a giant city with his
Geotrak trains and my niece Katie and | enjoy
playing with her Littlest Pet Shop animals. Since
graduating from college | have worked in the
technology industry. For the past five years, |
have worked for a major retailer as a computer
security analyst. Easiest way to put it, | make
sure the “bad guys” can't break into the
company’s computer system. Some would call
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me a computer geek, but as a result of my
passion for technology | have been
enjoying a happy and successful career.
During my free time, | like fixing things
around the house and working with Cheri
on home improvement projects. My other
interests stem from my years as a boy
scout. Scouting gave me a strong
appreciation for the outdoors. | enjoy
camping, canoeing, fishing and hiking.
Another one of my interests is cooking,
allowing me to create new and imaginative
dishes to share with family and friends. |
work hard to keep myself healthy by lifting
weights, swimming, rollerblading and
walking. |look forward to sharing these things and making memories with children of my own.

Chris meets Cheri

(from Chris) On August 20th 2004, | met Cheri for dinner after my neighbor suggested it (yes, we
were set up — blind date). We were both recently out of relationships, and our friend thought we
had several other things in common too. | quickly learned that Cheri was still going through a
tough time, and | could have run the other way, but her sweet and sensitive nature appealed to
me immediately. After this first date, we continued to spend as much time together as possible -
we couldn’t bear to be apart. | knew she was what | needed in my life.

(from Cheri) Chris and | are truly best friends and teammates, and have been from the start. Our
first occasions getting to know each other were not the typical best behavior and look your best
dating scenario. The first several times we got together consisted of the less-than-ideal situation
of moving the rest of my belongings out of an ex-boyfriend’s house and back into my parent’'s
home. On a more pleasant side, several evenings ended in long talks sitting on the back of
Chris’s truck or going for long comforting walks under the stars. We got to know each other
much more quickly this way, without all the fluff of typical first dates where each person tries to
impress the other. From the start, we experienced a strong bond and familiarity, as if we had
known each other for years. We share many of the same values and dreams for the future. In
just under 3 months, Chris proposed to me in front of the waterfalls at the Botanic Gardens.



Exactly one year from the day we met, we got married in a beautiful outdoor garden with friends
and family at our sides. The wedding ceremony was followed by the best party ever!

Meet Sage

Sage is an 8 year old mastiff mix who believes every visitor to our home is his
new best friend. He especially enjoys visitors that are more his size (our nieces
and nephews). Sage loves being in the middle of the action when the kids are
all gathered around. Besides having a fun and playful nature, Sage is also
great at knowing when comforting is needed. When either of us isn't feeling
well, Sage huddles nearby to offer his love and protection.

Welcome to Our Home & Neighborhood

We have created a warm and inviting home in the
northern suburbs, about an hour north of Chicago, and
30 minutes south of the Wisconsin border. The open
floor plan is great for socializing with family and friends.
Whether you're in the living room, kitchen, or dining
room, you never feel left out of the action! Our yard has
just enough space to enjoy the outdoors. In the summer,
we grow colorful flowers to brighten our view and a
variety of vegetables to add to our meals. We also enjoy
barbecues and playing yard games with friends and
family. Three bedrooms give us plenty of space to grow
our family. Our cozy family/game room is perfect for

relaxing in front of the TV or playing games.

Our neighborhood is full of families with kids. When we go for walks, we see kids on bikes,
neighbors chatting in driveways, teens mowing lawns or washing cars, and couples walking their
dogs and pushing strollers. There is a nice playground around the corner with swings, slides and
climbing equipment. The village swimming pool (with waterslides), public library, park district
facilities, wooded trails and a beach are all close to home. The grade school, middle school and
high school are all within a 10 minute drive from our house.



Family and Friends

Our family and many friends play a central role in our lives. Within a tri-state area (lllinois, Indiana
and Wisconsin) our child will have two sets of grandparents, one great-uncle, 3 sets of aunts and
uncles, and 5 cousins, ages 3 to 14. We get together with our family regularly for holidays and
birthdays, and also several more visits and fun outings throughout the year. We have several close
friends who are like family to us. Several of
them have young children or little ones on the
way. We are excited about future play dates
and parties, and watching the kids grow up
together.

Our Thoughts on Religion

Although we consider ourselves to be more
spiritual than religious, we have found a church
that we enjoy attending together. We feel it is
important for children to have the opportunity to
learn about religion.

Our Thoughts on Parenting

Our child(ren) will be surrounded by a loving and supportive family. They will be encouraged to
explore the world around them so that they may discover their own interests and talents. There
will be opportunities to play sports and take art or music lessons. We will take an active part in
helping them work toward achievements and overcome obstacles. We will be there to offer help
with homework or science fair projects and to attend Open House Nights at school. We'll give our
kids lots of hugs and kisses, and be there to celebrate an accomplishment or to soothe a
disappointment. Our minds will always be open to listening to what our child has to say. We will
teach them to be healthy - making meals together, shopping together, playing and going on outdoor
adventures. We will help them learn to be a good friend and to respect themselves and the world
around them.

In Closing , we hope that this letter has given you a glimpse into our lives and the kind of parents
we will be. We will provide a loving and nurturing home with a foundation of strong values and a
bright future for your child. We admire and respect the courage and love it takes to make an
adoption plan. We hope to be the parents you are seeking for your baby and look forward to the
journey ahead together. Please call us anytime (toll-free) at 1-866-923-3915 or e-mail us at
c.abramson@yahoo.com. You may also call our adoption counselor, Tobi Ehrenpreis, at
1-800-869-1005. Tobi would be happy to answer any questions for you.

With lots of love,
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